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from the ſame Apoſtle” s Exhor- 
tation, + Let the Word of +6.3.15. 
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f H AT te Hop N is Divine 
Authority, and excellently fitted to af 
ford all the Afiſtance,ue can need from 

11; n oy Way towardt Heaven , appears 


St. Paul, All Serip ture is 2 Tin 3. 16, 17. 
given by Inſpiration ef God, 
and is orofircblls for Doctrine, for Reproof, 
for Correction, for Iaſtruction in Rights 
ouſneſs, that the Man of God may be per- 
fect, throughly furniſhed | unto all 8850 
Works. wl 
That all Chriſtions are to be "plenti 125 | 
flored with Knowled e thence, we may learn 


Chriſt dwell in you richly in 
all Wiſdom. * 2 


The following Dire d ions , which in the 
firſt Scheme of them , were Part of a Ser- 


2 mon, 


The PREFACE. 


mon, preached long ſince, are defiened to 
promote Plent of Scriptural Knowledge : 
May the Bleſſing of God make them eel 
to that exce ent Furp 8 
Nor will it, tis hoped, he FIN Pre- 
ſ umption, that an aged Clerg yman humbly 
invites bis younger Brethren at the ſame 
F La... to 1 1 to 
[| 1 Tim. 4. 13. || reading the Holy Scripture; 
Td I and to fottake of bt Lig. 
' \., GCions of doing ſo. | 
Al. T have farther to add, in way of Pre- 
face, is the followin edrneſ Prayer; That 
the ſincere and * Belief, and Pro Yr | 
ſion f the Truth} which the Bleſſed 
propoſes ; and the uniform per evering. 94 
Fice of the Duties, which , upon: beſt 
Encouragements , it requires, may | were. 
this Church 255 ab 
* Article vl. Iy owns. the. Stfficiency it 
r Salvation We in x 
peaceable, FA joing Condition; 2 U 
wark of Reformed Religion, and the ch 
[: of Chriſtendom, r Time ſhall be no more: 
This is a Prayer in which all, who deſire to 
be found fait 9/46 Miniſters, or Jound Mem- 
ers 7 15 will readil by Join with their * 


Moſt 88 f 0 1 


14 


Humble Servant. 
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=" HE Firſt of the Fire; Methods of 
57 5 YA Confideration 1 in this final 
is, To read in Private accord- 
5 8 65 the Direction of the Church 
land for the Publick Readi 
x Pi of the Palfer, and the reſt o 
the Holy Scripture; to be ſeen before the Liturgy. 
By a due and Careful Uſe of this Method, the 
Pſalter 0 or Book of P/a/ms, an admirable Treaſu- 
ry. of Piety and Devotion, of Prayers and Praiſes, 
ſuitable to all Qccaſfions, will be. read over (except 
the P/a/ms for one or two Days in one Month, 
and thoſe which give place to proper P/alms } 
 Twelve,times, every Year. The molt Part of the 
Old Teſtament, will be read over once, and the 
New Teſtament ( beſides the Epiſtles and Goff pels 
in their Courſe) thrice; except the Apocaly 4 
out of which chere are ny. certain n J 
ſons upon divers Feaſts. 


"The Second Method is of 109 ger Extent En 
comprehends. the tormer, and abundantly ppl 
what 
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2 Method} of Reading 


| ra. = be — to be wanting in it: For it is, to 


0 ble Bible . ig the Order of 
5 8 0 7 © Day, 8 Chap- 
he Teſtament, as ate 

| TIF 'Svety ear. This 


pa 5 he done, and Pera! Weeks ſoc 
every ree Chapters ſhalt be read ofit 6 
the 000 dehnen or or ſo Ne! as are 
proportionahle ; an e New. ; 
ont of "ths id in will iN &@ a Plea leaſure to de 
Men, and other Scholars, 5 read in the Original 
Greek. 3 US 3» ICON LO 

Nor will they think * to add the concur- 
Ane both Teſtaments out of 700 
de Three firſt Books of Exſebius s Eccleſiaſtica 
iſtory, Archbiſhop Ln S. Anrals, and out 
yl Authors; dee 5 che Old and New Te- 

ſtament conne; Red in the Hiſtory of the Zews and 
oy ighbouritg Nations, by Dr. Prideauz, the 
nt Worthy Dean of Norwich, the 1ſt and 2d 
win Let me ſubjoin Bochartus's Hierozoicon, 
his Phaleg, and Canqun; our Learned, and Pious 
Biſhop Gunber fand s Seri pture Weights and Mea- 
ſures ; Dr. Wells's Hiſtorical Geo copraphy of | 
Old and New Teſtament ; and Maundrel 
Epil from Aleppo to Feruſalem: the Second 

ition. -, 

Some TJudicious, Learned and wall -eſtcemed 
Commentators, Paraphraſts and Criticks, w 


ther ſuch as have . open n the whole Bible, 


or on particular P arts, will be proper to be con- 
ſulted as we go on; tho not at the ſame time, 
or in the ſame yearly Courſe, * 

Such as follow, cannot well be omitted: Fagius 


5 the Pentateuch, Munſter, Mafius upon 


ua, Nicholas F uler, Ainſworth upon the 
Penta. 


De Hot 14% 3 
pits Th EW 5 


Divine 
one re, 505 5 1 2 Parick, 


Dr. upon the Proph b, Feremiab, 
eee ay his Divers 11. the profita- 
ble reading of Holy Sci Stokes upon: 
the Twelve * Minor 15 og roſmus.s Paraphraſe 
in Latin upon the New Teſtament ned 
Dr. Whitby on the ſame, and Mr, [en whoſe: 
ſound, pious Matter gtearly encourages to peruſal 1 


A Para e and Annotations upon all the Epiſſſes 
of St. | 


"Tf in ri U. ne 
o_ and tickt, eclal Reference all be had 
that Catalogue wo 4 27 in Mr., Fenton s 


tur, p. 120. Cc. it ma it, 1s 
ee p. * it max den hoped, 


” Nor may this Courſe of Reading. be. juſtly: 


thought too long, or too painful; nora will it b 
ee who ſhalt MY wn chat hr lb: 


tion we ſolemnly promiſed; that we "would. endear; 
es he. Food. 18 r Helper, ty be 455 ent 
i read Sans the Hol Sure Fed Fe Stu- 
dies as help towards the Kron! 


layi afide 8 dy - f the 
N ; ih _ , 12 5 


The Third Method is, to rind; frequently JE 
of the moſt remarkable Places of the Holy Scri- 
A 


Let me recommend particularly theſe which: 
follow: The Hiſtory of 55 Creation, and of the 


Fall of Man, and the Promiſes of Mercy through 
Chriſt ; the Hiſtory of the Flood, and of Wo 
Deſtruction of Sodom and Gomorrah : - and of the 


Jufferings and Advancement of Fo oſeph, in the: 
Book Genefie. N 


of theſe, and other N 


unlikely 


4 Methods of Reading 


AE > os "44x 4 
0 ory of the Suffer in and Deliver 
5 e as 90 c hel 11 of the few 
ommandam and o th e. terri er 
which it wa Publiſhed, in the Book of 1, 54 
Read in 1155 © 4 Chapter of Leviticus, the Sin 
and Puniſhment” of Shelomith's Son, who blaf bye 
med the Name of the Lord, and curſed, an 

God's Command was ſtoned to Death; Red 


ful Puniſhment of Sedition and Rebellion, in che 


x6th Chapter of Numbers. _ 


WW. 5 the 5th, 2h, 28th, and 29th Chapters 


of Deuteronomy ; and in the. three latter, the 
dale Biere ments from Sin, and a, great 
/ariety of Motives to good Living. 

In the 17th Chapter o the ik, Book of Samuel, 
the Combat of Navid with Goliath is deſcribed, 
and the Particulars. which. concern it; being very 
fit to excite to Faith, and pious Confidence in. 
God, who brings about his Purpoſes, to the Con- 
fufion of nk nd and haughty Scorners, by the moſt 


Solomon s Choice of Wiſdom offers ir far to 
us, in the 2d Chapter of the Firſt Book o f Kings 3 
in the 13th, 17th abd 18th Chapters, we may 
view ſeveral Mufttious Proofs of God's Provi- 


dence, and of the ſpecial Care he takes of his 
Faithful Servants 


In the Firſt Bock of Chronicles, the 28th. 
Chapter, particularly at the gth Verſe, we may 
read, and it, will be worth, the frequent reading, 
King David's Charge before his Death to his Son, 
King Solomon ; Know thou the. God of thy Father, 
and ſerve bim with a perſect Heart, and with. 4 


 rorlling Mind. For the Lord ſearchetb_all Het. 


and underftandeth all the Imagi inations_ of _ tbe 


Thoughts." * thou ſeek bim, be will. be found 95 


t hee 3 


the Holy retire 5 
at bur ifethon heli lim in ail af thee off 
Me ue. 1. 


. 
+. 


112 - 


In the 34th and "35th Chapters G x the Second 
Bock of Chronicles, we have the pious Life and 


ſorrowtul; Death of Kiag bd. [3 


In the g th: Chapter, God's merciful Dealing: 
with the. Poona of the Jewe, in the Watnings he 
gave them, the ill Returns they made, and the 
dreadful Effects of their [ngratitude, appearing, 
in 2515 incorrigible perſiſtigg in their Sins, are 
ſo K er forth, as to be fit to affect and 7 

The Con aſfion- in the yth Chapter of Eæra is 
very exemplary, as is the Religious Manner of 

Ne ring the Law, in a 8rh Chapter 
Ver. 5 and 6. And. Ezra. ened 

of . gra the Sight of all the People — and when 
be raed. it, all the People. ſtood; up: And Ezra 

' bleſſed the Lord.the great God: And. all the People 
anſwered, Amen, men, with liſting up their 

Hands : And they bowed their Heads, and wor- 

Joi ed the Lord, with. their. Faces to the Ground, 

oh Cha ter of the ſame Book, there is a 
Variety of extraordinary Remarkables. There 

18 N a ſhort Hiſtory of God's Providence 

in his Dealings with the 6 and of the 
unworthy Return they made. 

The Bock of Eſther, where the Name of God 
is not once mentioned, contains many Inſtances, 
in which the Divine Wiſdom, Power and Good- 

neſs are brightly viſible. 

In the Book of Job, read more frequently the 
iſt, the 2d, the 14th, the 19th, the 23d, the 
27th,. 31ſt, 32d, and 42d Chaptets. 

In the Book of P/zjms, the 1ſt, the Ath, sch, 
18th, 19th, 22d, 25th, 34th, 26th, 37th, the 
Goth, 73d, 84th, * ift, 103d, 107th, 

118th, 


0 


a CES 
- - — 


| 
1 


vour read ing the 1 


& Method's'of Readiliy = 
118th, 1 19th, -146th';\and the Seven\Pententiat 


P/alms, bein ay 6th, 320, 38m, 518, . 
x3oth, 143d. | vi 

In che Proverb; 2 if, , the e 0 1 258 
lich, 15th, 22 E 7th 2 
and 37 Chapters; wee ee 1 
of a good Wife, 'who'ls @ reat Bl 
Hucbind, her Family, eden "Wl de- 
ſerves to be conſid, 7 111 10 affe 


The iſt and e 1 vil 


the Sum Total of all is Vanity ton! of 
Spirit, Chap. 1. Ver. 14. OT 12th" 2 ter 
will be a very propet Exerciſe of Childrens 
mories; and contains ſuch important Truths and 
Duties, as it will be the Ha inefs vF orig and 
Old effectually to remembcnkn. 
Remember now- thy Gente 20 the Day" of of thy 


teach us to underſtand the Wwenggy ws, thr s r 


Youth. Sa the Chia begins. Let uf 8850 
Concluſion of the hols. Matter : 7 dd ; 


Beep bis Commandments 4 for this Ir ie 
9 Fur Gol iſhi bring 1 0 5 — 
er, with every uy thing,” to ther = be 
good or evil. So it ends. b Wels! 
In the Prophet Ji, let me eolitſrhend to 
5th and 11th Chapters; the 
Hiſtory of the Defeat of Sennachetib of the 


Sickneſs: and Recovery of Hege ah, in ihe zeth 


and following Chapters; the Account of God's 
Love to, and Care of his Church, in the 49th; 
the Reaſonableneſs of truſting in him, in the 


Fiſt; at the 12th and 13th Veſts of which, we 


find theſe Words: I, even I am be that bon witth 
you. Who art thou, that thou ſhouldſt be afraid of 
Man that ſhall die, and the Son of Man that ſball be 


| oh ar Graſs? And forgorteſt the Lord thy Ala. 


ker, 


oo r rt FR. 6 


Y * 8 
* 


3 


the Hal Scriptures. 7 
ker, dei hath ſtreiched forrh the Heavens, and 
laid the 3 of = —2 _ haſt e 
conta cu Day, becauſe tbe F 1 
Qpprefery i i | be were | ready to deftroy And 
where the Fury of the Oppreſſor ? ? 
Beyond all the reſt, let me preſs the frequent 
and ſerions Reading of the 53d Chapter of this 
Prophecy of which Jahn, late Earl of Rocheſter, 
{aid; when God had humbled him by Afflictions, 
and made him ſit for Divine InſtruQtions, That as 
be heard it read, he felt an inward Force, which 
did fo. enlighten his Mind, and convince him, 
that he could reſiſt it no longer. For the Words 
had an Authority, which did ſhoot like Rays, or 
Beams, in his Mind: So that he was not qnly 
convinced hy the Reaſonings he had about it, 
which fatished his Underſtanding; but by a Power 
which did ſo effectually conſtrain him, that he did 
ever after as firmly believe in his Saviour, as if 


*F had ſeen him in the Clouds. Some Paſſages 


the Life and Death of John Ear! of Rocheſter, 
P. 148971102; 5c; 11 tt) 5 ; 9957 
In the Prophet Jeremy, read the 5th Chapter, 
particularly Verſe 22. Fear ye not me, ſaith the 
Lord? Vill ye not tremble at my Preſence, which 
have placed the Sand for the Bound of the Sea, by 
a perperual Decree that it cannot paſs it; and 
though the Waves thereof toſs themſelves, yet can 
they not prevail ; though they roar, yet can they 


not paſs over it? 


As alſo the 17th, 18th, and 31ſt Chapters: 
In the 3 iſt, and following Verſes of which laſt, 
we have a large and excellent Account of that 
New Covenant referr d to in the 8th Chapter of 


the Epiſtle to the oy and Chapter 35, 


Where 


3  Meahodg of Rehling 
where a great Exarnple of Obedictice'i in he Re- 


thabites. a <0 wh Nb ob 

From the 52d Cha » pri by the terrible Suffer- 
og of King Zedekiab,. the greateſt of Men may 
learn to ſtand in Awe of K God, to be humble; 
and moderate, and under à conſtant Senſe of che 


Uncertainty of the Enjoyments of this World; as 


alſo from King Feho:akin's Advancement in the 
37th Year of his Captivity, not to deſpond, 
— leſs to deſpait, upon the long Continuance 
of Ad verſity. And the Third Chapter of the 
{ame Prophet's Lamentations ; the 805 the 11th, 
18h, 33d, 36th e of the Frophet Eze- 
4 
The 2d, the Ach, the&th and eth Chapters of 
the Prophet Daniel, cannot be ſeriouſly peruſed 
without Admiration at the diſcovering of God's 
Wiſdom, Power, Goodneſs and Juſtice, in the 
Tranſactions of his Providence; with which 
Mighty: Kings were exceedingly aflefted, as it ap- 
pears by their Words and Adlions upon Record 
there. Let not the 12th Chapter be omitted. 
In the Prophecy of the Pfophet Jonab, we ſee 
enough to make the Diſobedicnt tremble; and the 
Penitent hope, under the moſt terrible Denuncia- 
tions of Judgment. What can be more encou- 
raging to ſuch as addreſs themſelves to God by 
faithful, fervent Prayer in their Aﬀiftions\»rhan 
that which we read at large in the 2d Chapter, 
particularly at the 2d Verſe ? I cried, hy reaſon f 
my be B. unto the Lord, and be heard me : 
Out of the B Io of Hell cried J and than beardeſf 


my Voice. Ot the Prevalence of ſincere and ge- 


neral Repentance, the laſt Verſe of the 3d Chap- 
ter affords an Example never to be forgotten: 
God Jew their Works, that they turned from their 
evil 


— vw 


bad ſaid that be would do unto them, and be did 
' A | LORE: 3 


the Holy Seriptares. - 9 
cuil Way; and God repented of the Evil that be 


Mot. ee e | g 4 3 3 
The 5th, 6th, and 7th Chapters of the Pro- 
phet Micah; the Prophecy of Habakkuk, the 2d 
Chapter in ſpecial, Verſes 15 and 16th, againſt 
provoking to immoderate Drinking; and the ryth 
and 18ch Verſes of the 24 Cans, ' which excite 
to truſt in God in the moſt unfavourable Circum® 
ſtances, call for and will reward our Attention. 
Read the Prophecy of Haggat ; in the 2d Chapter 
of which, at the 7th; Sth, and ↄth Verſes we 
have an illuſtrious Prophecy of our Lord's Co- 
ming in the Time of the Second Temple ; the 
Evidence of which cannot, but with great Abſur- 
dity, be oppoſed by ſuch as own the Authority 
of the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament ; our Gf 
which, what I further recommend to frequent 
Feruſal, you may read in the 5th, 12th, and 13th 
Chapters of Zachary; and in the Prophecy of 


Malachi, more eſpecially in the 3d Chapter at 


the 16th; 17th, and 18th Verſes, which ſhew us 
how Religion was exerciſed in the former Ages 
of the World, what Acceptance and what Encou- 
ragement it met with from God, and what Satiſ- 
faction it ſhall find at laſt, 5 

In the New Teſtament read in the Goſpel of 
St. Maithew the Hiſtory of our Lord's Birth; his 
Sermon on the Mount, which ſtruck the Hearers 
with Admiration; he teaching them, as one ha- 
ving Authority far beyond that of the Scribes; 
add the Account of the laſt J de of our 
Lord's Paſſion; and of the firſt Inſtitution of th 
Sacrament of his laſt Supper; and of his Glori- 
ous Reſurrection, which no Malice was ſubtle 
and powerful enough to defeat, L 


1 
1 
'| 
| 
1 
1 
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St. John the Baptiſt ; and an Account of the Va- 


10 * Methods of Raj; 


In the 6th Chapter of St, Mi, at the path, 
Verſe, we haye a ſhort but excellent CharaQter\ of 


lye Herod had for him 
of his Sufferings. raf 
wok haye a farther Agcoun thatadmirable Man; 
alſo a Relation he Notice-the Bleſſed Vir- 
4 had from God, hy the Angel Gabriel, that ſhe 
Was to be the Mother, of Out Lord; and of the 
9 Wi in which ſhe received the Diving 
In the 2d Chapter we have. the maſh 
Som ahl e ProglamatianÞ/'of our Lord's Birch, 
by 2 Heavenly Herald, and the Qlebtation of it 
the Heavenly Hoſt. 2411 10 2. iI. 003-0141. na 10 
In the 4th Chapter every pious: Soul will de- 
5 to read the Victory our Lord obtained by — 


in thoſe that follow 
Chapter of St. Lake 


ord of the [Spirit over the great Enemy of 
nkind, after he had by Faſting prepared him- 
ſelf for the great Encounter. The 15th Chapter 
preſents ug us with the very affecting Parable, of the 

odigal Son; in which we ſee the Miſery his 


Wickedneſs brought him to; the happy Courſe 


— reſoly'd upon and took, when his Suffer 
ad brought him to himſelf ; and the Reception 
he met with from his Father, to the great Encou- 
ragement of all truly penitent Sinners. 
Tbe different Conditions of Diues and 1 
which we cannot fail to read in the 16th Chap- 
ter, let us ſee, how much it concerns us, while 
we have Q I to take care that we come 
not to that Place of Torment; here there is no 
Relief to be had, ind from whence there is no 


| Removal. 


The Exampie of the penitent Thief may be 
read at large at the goth and Two following 
Verſes of the 23d We and "Wn the _— w_ 
tl ts ord's 


| the Hoh Seriptiires.” 11 
td's holt ey ig Auer f that Petition, 
| e et 755 aith at oÞ in it, which 


Lotd, 15 hanging upon the 
125 bs 75 7 
am; and Jews 


. „ ay \ Day ſhalt thou 15 
ad; 


& Ge John read often the 1 
5 Wy hay ters; te r th 


' the eſur- a 4 


FF 


ton of Lazarys *, the Foy in * DE. 
Dy kter he 6 e WY BF, ** 15 
imple &xe 7 

Hen 5 8 * 


1 18 th, I * ui 17th _ 
5 in the 1 F of them, 148 have our Lor clip 
Die Prayer för his Diſciples, and other Chri. 
7 65 and e y for that Unity, by the want 
7 which Chriſtendom hath fo frequently, ſo long, 
nd. {6 SreadKlly Bir and doth at . 
ro rh 45 he Grief of a 504 Chriſtians, fl 


e Zit b Ja the Proo Bin e 
quited of St. Peter's Love to bim, the Feeding 
of his Lambs and Sheep, deſeryes to be l 
in 4 more ſpecial Manner 07 0 8 Whoſe 
25 it * penn. 


as 


the 


12 Methode of Reading 
the. Encouragement he had from Heaven to ut 
eres it, will read to the great e 
ood Chriltfans, - Add the York Ch 3 
me NN Re! "wherein we. have the 
35 wh ine of Cornelius the Centurion; "the 5 
tial Notice God tock of his Pray e 
and an Account Fo his . 7 
97 b, , by the Miniſtry Pars f St. Ps 
Divine Direction. In 4. 11th. 
| 1 St. Peters Arber for hightelf, after * 
had been with, and had preac| d 15 the Gen⸗ 
Nies; the Mithon of e is Chara 
Ser and Succeſs, and an Example of Pri- 
mitive Charity. In the 12th 227 27 we have 
the Death of St. Janes; the wonderful De- 
liverance of St. Peter, upon the Prayers of the 
Church; and the remarkable Death of Herod the 
Perſecutor who was ſmitten. by. an Angel , be- 
cauſe he gave not God the Glory ; fo as to ba 
eaten to Death with Worms. In the 16th, the 
Sufferings of St. Paul and Silas; the Occaſion of 
them, and the comfortable Manner in which they 
underwent them; their Dzliverance, and the Jai- 
lor of Philipp!'s Converſion will always be a great 
Entertainment to pious Chriſtians. In the 17th, 
St. Paul's Sermon in the Court of the Areopagrtes, 
to rhe Arhemans, particularly about the Day of 
Judgment; and the Acceptance it met with, ought 
to be ſeriouſly confidered. St. Pauls Diſcourſe 
at Miletus to the Elders of the Church, whom 
he ſent for from Epbeſs, is ſuch, as well de- 
ſerves to be conſtantly before the Eyes of the Cler- 
gy, as preſenting them with an Example, which 
to have follo will be Matter of Joy to all E- 
ternkeh⸗ In the 24th Chapter, St. Paul s Os 
| one 


and * 
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before Fri, and therein, the Account of his 
Faith, Hope, and Practice; and his Apology be- 
fore King Agrippe in che 26th, wherein there is a 
Relation of his mitacilous Converſion „and of 
the upon which he was ſent to the Gen- 
tiles; ave worthy of the moſt ſerious Thoughts. 
© The Preſervation and Deliverance of St. Paul, 
and of thoſe that failed with him, upon his Ac- 
count, in the 27th Chapter, will much encourage 
good Chriſtians ro Dependance upon God, in the 
greateſt Difficulties and Dangers of this Life. 
In the Epiſtle to the Romans read the firſt Chap- 
ter, more eſpecially the 4th Verſe, concerning 
our Lord's ReſurreQion ; and the 2oth, concern- 
ing the Knowledge of God by the Light of Na- 
ture; the 8th Chapter concerning the Influence 
and Aſhſtance of the Holy Spirit; the Death, Reſur- 
rection, and Interceſſion of our Lord: The 12th, 
where we have a great Variety of Chriſtian Du- 
ties briefly enumerated, and ſo eafily to be remem- 
bred ; the 13th, where the great and neceſſary 
72 of Subjection to the higher Powers, not on- 
ty for Wrath, but for Conſcience ſake, is more 
eſpecially required, as alſo that Love which is 
the fulfilling of the Law. | | 

In the Firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, the 1ſt 
Chapter, the 2d, the 3d, and 6th, the 10th at 
the 16th Verſe, about the Sacrament of our Lord's 
Supper; and the 3 1ſt, about doing all to God's 
Glory, call for a ſpecial Regard. In the 11th 
COT: the Inſtitution of that Holy Sacrament 4 
our Duty to prepare for receiving it, by examining 
our ſelves; and the Danger of receiving it un- 
worthily , ate plainly ſet before us, and ought 
to be frequently peruſed. 
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In the 13th Chapter we have an Accoutit of the 
Neceſſity, and excellent Properties of Charity 4 
in the 15th, the Proofs of that fundamental and 
exceedingly comfortable Article of the ReſurreQi- 
on from the dead; and the Account of the Man- 
ner in which the Bodies of good Chriſtians ſhall 
be raiſed ; and the Influence the Doctrine of the 
Reſurrection ought to have upon us, at the laſt 
Verſe, require our Eyes and Thoughts. | 
In the 2d Epiſtle, mindful of the Brevity I de- 
fign, let me only recommend the 4th, 5th, and 
1oth Chapters, as treating of eternal Things; of 
the laſt Judgment, and the new Creature, which 
muſt make it happy to us; and of Reconciliation 
to God, who was in Chriſt, reconciling the World 
to himſelf ; which otherwiſe muſt have been whol- 
ly under his Wrath for ever. And the laſt of the 
Three, as treating of our Spiritual Warfare and 
Armour, and the Effects of it in the 3d, 4th, and 
5th Verſes, in a very uncommon Manner... 
In the Epiſtle to the Galatians , the 2oth Verſe 
of the 2d Chapter, concerning the Apoſtle's being 
crucified” with Chriſt, and yet living ; the latter 
Part of the 5th, where the Works of the Fleſh, 
and the Fruits of the Spirit are reckon d up; and 
the Ten firſt Verſes of the 6th Chapter, where 
are many choice Exhortations, invite us to dili- 
gent Read ing. © + wie 1 1187 
In the 5th and 6th Chapters of the Epiſtle to 
the Epheſians, we have a ſhort View of the Rela- 
tive Duties of Husbands and Wives; Parents and 
Children; Maſters and Servants z which ſuch 
ought continually to read and think on. The 6th 
Chapter ſupplies us with a Relation of that whole 
Armour, which every good Chriſtian will be glad 
to read of, and careful to provide and put 0 
| | that 
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that he may be able to ſtand againſt the Wiles of 
the Devil. 
The whole Epiſtle to the Philippians, the de- 
vout Chriſtian will often read. 

The zd and 4th Chapters of the Epiſtle to the 
Coloſſians agree with the 5th and 6th Chapters of 
the Epiſtle to the Epheſians, as to relative Duties; 
and the 3d affords much Encouragement to read 
it, as to other Particulars from the iſt to the 18th 
Verſe ; where rhe Account of Relative -Duties 

ins; and is continued to the 2d Verſe of the 
following Chapter. 

In the 4th Chapter of the Firſt Epiſtle to the 
Theſſalonians from the 13th Verſe, there is a Diſ- 
courſe concerning Death, under the Notion of 
Sleep; and of our Lord's ſecond Coming, and 
the Manner of it, continued in the 5th Chapter, 
and there followed by many Exhortations ro Du- 
ties, the Performance of which will adorn a 
Chriſtians Life, and a proper Prayer or Wiſh. 
The iſt and 2d Epiſtles to Timothy, and that to 
Titus, are in a ſpecial Manner recommended to 
the Reading of Clergymen ; who may there, as 
in a clear Glaſs, ſee their Duty; may be furniſh- 
ed with the beſt Canons, Rules, and Directions, 
with Reference to Doctrine and Life; to them- 
ſelves and their Families; to the Worſhip of 
God, Eccleſiaſtical Government, and the Diſci- 
pline of the Church. 1 

The Epiſtle to Philemon contains an affeQio- 
nate Addreſs to him from St. Paul; recommend- 
ing Oneſimus, whom, of an unprofitable Servant, 
Converfion to the Chriſtian Religion had made 
uſeful to his Maſter, and to the Apoſtle ; as ir 
will make all thoſe that atrain to the ſame Hap- 
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pineſs far more ſerviceable than otherwiſe they 


could have been. Tis 
In the Epiſtle to the Hebrews the iſt Chapter, 


concerning the Divine Excellency of our Lord, 


who is the Brightneſs of bis Father's Glory, and 
the expreſs Image of his Perſon : The 4th and the 
6th, where are many excellent Things; the 8th, 
the 9th and 1oth , concerning the new Covenant, 
and tte Bleſſed Mediator of it; the 1ith, where- 
in we are encouraged to the Exerciſe of Fairh by 
the great Things it bath done; by the glorious 
Triumphs it hath been honoured with; the 12th, 
wherein we have an Exhortation to Patience from 
the Example of our Lord ; where the Advantages 
of Affliction, and the Neceſſity of Peace and Ho- 
Uneſs are ſet before us, and particularly call for our 


Attention. The Epiſtle of St. James hath many 


Remarkables in it about Joy under Afflictions; 
living ſuitably to our Profeſſion; Joining Works 
with Faith, concerning the Tongue and the Go- 
vernment of it; the Uncertainty of the World ; 
Behaviour in Sickneſs and Affliction; beſides 
much of Inſtruction from the Examples of Jo 
and Elias; which will encourage us "to read it 


frequently. 


The Firſt Chapter of the Firſt Epiſtle of St. Pe- 
ter, wherein the Apoſtle treats of the Heavenly 
Inheritance, and of the Holineſs that muſt fit us 
for it: The Second, wherein we may read our 
Duty to the King, as Supreme; and unto Gover- 
nors, as unto them that are ſent by him; and to 
all Men and Chriſtians : The Fifth, wherein there 


is a ſpecial Addreſs to the Clergy, and the beſt of 


Motives to perſuade them to their Duty, from the 
Promiſe of that Crown of Glory, which fadeth 
nor away, invite us to a diligent Peruſal. 
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In the fuſt Chapter of the Second Epiſtle, the 
Golden Chain of Graces, to be added to one ano- 
ther for the compleating a Chriſtian : In the 8e- 
cond, the Examples of God's Juſtice, and of his 
Mercy : In the Third, the End of all things, and 
the Uſe to be-made of it, well deſerve to be ofteri 
read and conſider d. | | 
In the Firſt Chapter of the Firſt Epiſtle of 
St. John, the IIluſtrious Teſtimony given to 
Chriſtian Religion, and the Denial of Sinleſs Per- 


Ftion: In the Second, the Account of our Ad- 


vocate with the Father; of the World, and of 
the Danger of loving it : In the Third, the Love 
of God to us, and the Love we ought to have for 
one another; of both which more in the 4th 
Chapter : In the Fifth, the Means of OA 
Victory over the World, and the great Doctrine 


the Three that bear Record in Hea- 


ven; in whoſe Name, or into the , Freges. 
Acknowledgment of whom, we are Marth. 28. 19. 
Baptized, call for our moſt ſerious > 3 | 
Thoughts. Upon this laſt great Subject, let me 
recommend Biſhop S:i/lingfleet's Vindication of 
the Doctrine of the Trinity, p. 164, 165, &c. 
The Epiſtle of St. Jude agrees with the 2d of 
St. Peter; and befides the terrible Examples of 
God's Wrath, has that Ancient Prophecy of 
Enoch, the Seventh from Adam, concerning the 
Day of Judgment; which is fitted to awaken the 
moſt ſecure and careleſs Sinners. | . 
In the Bock of the Revelation of St. John; 
the Firſt Chapter, which deſcribes our Lord's 
Coming; the Epiſtles to the Seven Churches in 
two next Chapters; the Account of the Day of 
Judgment in the 2oth; of the Puniſhment of 
the Wicked, and of the glorious Reward of good 
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Men and Chriſtians, which follows, contains all 
I ſhall further offer under this Third Head. 


+ The Fourth Method : That ſuch as really and 
neceſſarily want Leiſure, ſhould frequently read 
the Book of -P/a/ms, and the Epiſtles and Goſpels 
for the ſeveral Lord's Days, and other Feſtivals 
and Faſts. IT 4 4 1 | 
In the Uſe of the Pſalme, we ſhall preſent to 
God divinely inſpir'd Prayers and Praiſes conti- 
nually ; and be fitted by admirable Inſtructions 
and Examples to offer them up. 660 f 
In the Goſpels, there is a large Account of the 
Myſtery of our Redemption : In the Epiſtles, 
great Variety of Chriſtian Duties. The firſt | the 
Goſpels | being (as an Eminent Perſon hath obſer- 


| Ved) a Record of the Life and Death of our 


Bleſſed Saviour; the latter, Inſtructions for the 
Edification of the Church in Pious and Chriftian 
Converſation. - Preface to a Collection of Offices or. 
Forms of Prayer, in (Caſes ordinary and extraor- 

nary, 8vo. Lond. 1658. f 
To the P/a/ms, Epiſtles, and Goſpels, if Care 
be taken to add the Collects that are before theſe 
latter, and the Lord's Prayer; the ſhort Service 
will be ſo much the more compleat, and he the 
more likely to be advantageous to them , who be- 
cauſe they have not Time for more, ſhall think fit 
$51 


1q ule it. 


The Fifth and laſt Method. In Order a Pre- 


| paration-for the Sacrament of our Lord's Supper; 
2 Duty of very great Importance and Conſe- 


quence, and which ought to be of frequent Re- 
turn; let me recommend that choice Collection 
our of the Scriptures of the Old and New Teſta- 

| ment, 
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ment, which the Church of Exgland has directed 
and required to be read the Week before Eafter 
Vearly; where we have Prophecies concerning our 
Lord's Sufferings; the Hiſtory of them at — 
in the Goſpel; the Inſtitution of that Bleſſed Sa- 
crament, in the 1ſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, 
Chapter the 11th; and proper Readings out of 
the Epiſtle to the oh f and to the Hebrews, 
All which are fit to inſtruct and affect us; to ex- 
cite us to a Hatred of Sin; to provoke us to the 
Love of God the Father, and of his Bleſſed Son, 
who died for us; and to the Love of our Neigh- 
bours; to confirm and increaſe our Faith, and to 
{trengthen our Hope; and to encourage us to run 
with Patience, and Thankfulneſs, the Race which 
is ſet before us. 


A Prayer to be uſed before Reading the Holy 
Scripture ; being the Colle# for the Second 
Sunday in Advent. 


a Leſſed Lord, who haſt cauſed all Holy Scri- 

B ptures to be written for our Learning; 
* Grant that we may in ſuch wiſe hear them, read, 
* mark, learn, and inwardly digeſt them ; thar 
by Patience and Comfort of thy Holy Word, 
* we may embrace and ever hold faſt the Bleſſed 
* Hope of Everlaſting Life, which thou haſt given 
us in our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Amen. 


Glory to God in the higbeſt, and on Earth 
Peace, good Will towards Men. 
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